INTRODUCTION

Moral Education has been in existence in Malaysia since
1988 and has been through two revisions since then. The subject itself is dynamic in nature and is always evaluated to ensure that it keeps up with current moral and ethical changes (Vishalache, 2010) . There are various factors connected to ME in the Malaysian setting and since this paper focusses on the transformation of ME in Malaysia, it is essential to see the time line that ME has undergone to be where it is now today and focus on what it's going to be in the future.
As mentioned in the abstract, ME in Malaysia only caters for the non-Muslim cohort in schools. The non-Muslims in Malaysia are mainly from various faiths such as Christians, Hindus, Buddhist, Taoists, Sikhs, Bahai's and believers in animism and paganism. While non-Muslims study ME, the Muslim students study Islamic Studies based on their religious book, al-Quran. On the other hand, the ME syllabus is based on common values across the nation which are outsourced from different religions, societal norms and the Malaysian constitution.
Historical view of education system in Malaysia
Education policies in Malaysia have undergone various changes from the traditional times until now. A national system of education acceptable to the operation, moderation, gratitude, rationality and public spiritedness.
The values to be included can be seen in the spiral or widening relationship with those closest to the student namely his or her family, peers, and school. These relationships which are initially confined to the individual, his or her society, and its institutions, are then expanded to include national and international levels.
One of the main weaknesses of the first ME syllabus was repetition of content. The other was that the value clarification and cognitive development strategies failed to recognise the socio-cultural richness that students brought into the ME class. Teachers teaching ME also talk of reality as if it were motionless, static, compartmentalised, and predictable. The teacher often thinks his/her task is to fill the students with the contents of his narration -contents which are detached from reality (Freire, 1993) . With all these challenges and complaints the CDC decided to revise the ME syllabus.
Revised ME syllabus
In the first MOE, ME Syllabus (1988), the National Philosophy of Education, the Federal Constitution, and the Rukun Negara provided basic guiding principles for a faith-based ME. In the revised MOE, ME Syllabus First ME syllabus
The New Primary Schools Curriculum (NPSC) was implemented in 1983. The, ME was officially introduced as a core subject in Year One in all primary schools throughout 
Values related to Self Development
The values included in self-development are belief in God, trustworthiness, self-esteem, responsibility, humility, tolerance, self-reliance, diligence, love, justice, rationality, and moderation.
Values related to Family
The values related to family are love for the family, respect and loyalty towards family members, preservation of family traditions, and responsibility towards family.
Values related to Environment
The values relating to the environment are love and care for the environment, harmony between man and environment, sustainability of environment, and sensitivity towards environmental issues.
Values related to Patriotism
The values included in the learning area related to patriotism are love for nation, loyalty to the King and nation, and willingness to die or sacrifice for the nation.
Values related to Human Rights
Values to be learnt in human rights are protection of child's rights, respect for women's rights, protection of labour rights, respect rights of disabled persons, and protection of consumer rights.
Values related to Democracy
The One major difference between the first moral syllabus and the revised version is the wider scope of the latter. With globalisation and associated concerns about it, wider and more critical issues were covered in UNESCO meetings and workshops and as a result the ME syllabus was also revised to suit the current needs. The ME curriculum aims to develop responsible individuals with high moral standards, who are able to contribute towards peace and harmony of the country and the global community (MOE, ME Syllabus for Secondary School, 2000).
The focus of teaching and learning is based on several main principles assumed to deliver holistic individuals physically, intellectually, emotionally, spiritually, and socially. The principles include:
tolerance.
Various student-centred approaches are being experimented at nation and state levels to encourage ME teachers to bring a facelift to ME. ME in Malaysia which focusses on moral reasoning, moral feeling and moral action needs more than route learning in the classroom.
Teachers of ME need to empower students to a certain extent to allow creativity and skills in approaching moral dilemmas and resolving them. From 2011 onwards, all subjects in primary schools in Malaysia including ME will have a Standard Document as the syllabus. The difference between the old syllabus and the Standard Document is that the students would have to achieve the criteria mentioned in the Standard Document. This would ensure that no child is left behind. The ME textbook is designed to cater for every student's need. With components such as concept page, reinforcement, enrichment, remedial and assessment, there is some moral knowledge and skills catering for students of different maturity level. The final product of the day is to share a common moral language among all studying ME. The change or transformation has to come from all involved with the syllabus in the new Standard Document. If ever agency such as teachers, policy makers, parents, students and community do not make an effort to understand and implement this new approach, then the need for a revised syllabus will exist faster than necessary. 
Values related to Peace and Harmony
As for learning area seven which focusses on peace and harmony, the values are living together in harmony, mutual help and cooperation, and mutual respect among nations.
In the revised syllabus, though the learning areas and the values are the same for each form, the scope and emphasis for each is different because moral issues which are discussed become more complex, according to the needs and maturity of the students. Furthermore, emphasis is also provided for students to acquire various skills like generic skills, critical and creative thinking skills, conflict resolution skills, and social skills. The hope is that these skills will prepare students to face the world of information technology and communication with confidence and also to have social and moral responsibility. The skills are also expected to help develop resistance in students facing pressure and challenges in their student life. All planning is based on the assumption that these are what the students need. The one issue of listening to the students' voices, and planning according to their level of needs, was never addressed in either the previous or the present syllabus.
ME 2011 Onwards
Though ME has come a long way in the development of education policies and implementations, certain 
